
 

 

Pastoral Staff 
Rev. Thomas Zahuta, Ext. 105 
TZahuta@archatl.com 
Pastor 
 

Deacon Tom Kretzmer 
Tmkretzmer@windstream.net 

Religious Education/CCD 
Anthony Gubbels, Ext. 104 
anthonygubbels2@gmail.com 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday: 5:30pm 
Sunday: 10:00am, 12:30pm (Spanish) 
Weekday Masses 
Mon., Thu., Fri. 8:00am 
Wed. 6:30pm 
First Saturday 8:30am 

 

Reconciliation 
By appointment or 
Saturday 4:45pm - 5:15pm 
Sunday 9:15am - 9:45am 
Wednesday 5:15pm - 6:15pm 
First Saturday 9:15am (following Mass) 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Mon., Thu., Fri. 1 hour following Mass 
Wed. 5:15pm - 6:15pm 
Extended adoration: First Friday—Saturday 
9:00am—8:00am 

Parish Office:  
Contacts: 
Bernadette Luger, Ext. 101 
bluger@stpetertherock.com 
Office Manager 
 

Lisa Minick 
lisajm8212@gmail.com 
Office Assistant 
 

Hours: Monday-Friday:  
8:30am - 2:00pm 
 

Email: parishoffice@stpetertherock.com 
 

Mailing Address: 
St. Peter the Rock Catholic Church 
P.O. Box 280 
The Rock, Georgia 30285 
Phone: 706.648.2599 
Fax 706.648.4040 

   
 

      www.stpetertherock.com                                   3594 Barnesville Hwy.                                   Thomaston, Georgia 30286 

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick,  
Last Rites, or Viaticum 

Contact: Fr. Thomas Zahuta at ext.105 
In case of Sacramental Emergency / 
Danger of Death, After hours call 
678-523-8281 
 

 

 

Communion for the Sick                          

Please advise the Parish Office of anyone 
admitted to the hospital or who is 
homebound and in need of the Ministry to 
the Infirmed.  

Sacraments 
 
Sacrament of Baptism 
 
Before scheduling an Infant 
Baptism, both parents are 
required to attend the 
Baptismal Preparation Class.  
Please contact the office to 
make arrangements. 
   
Sacrament of Matrimony 
Couples are required to contact 
Fr. Thomas Zahuta at least 9 
months before they wish to 
marry, to arrange for 
instructions and spiritual 
preparation for the Sacrament.  

 

DECEMBER 18, 2022 -  FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

"Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and his name shall 
be called Emmanuel" (which means, God with us).  When Joseph 

woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he 
took his wife, (Mt 1:23-24) 



 

 

SATURDAY  December 17, 2022 
5:30 PM   
SUNDAY  December 18, 2022   
10:00 AM For the People of the Parish 
12:30 PM  
MONDAY    December 19, 2022 
8:00 AM   
WEDNESDAY  December 21, 2022 
6:30 PM   
THURSDAY  December 22, 2022 
8:00 AM  Tom and Barbara McDevi  � 
FRIDAY   December 23, 2022 
8:00 AM  Charlie and Maureen Narden � 
SATURDAY  December 24, 2022 
5:30 PM  Joyce Thomas � 
SUNDAY  December 25, 2022   
10:00 AM For the People of the Parish 
12:30 PM  

The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) Mass 
December 25, 2022 

Reading 1 — Is 52:7-10  
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings 
glad tidings, announcing peace, bearing good news, announcing 
salvation, and saying to Zion, “Your God is King!” Hark! Your 
sentinels raise a cry, together they shout for joy, for they see 
directly, before their eyes, the LORD restoring Zion. Break out 
together in song, O ruins of Jerusalem! For the LORD comforts 
his people, he redeems Jerusalem. The LORD has bared his holy 
arm in the sight of all the nations; all the ends of the earth will 
behold the salvation of our God. 

Responsorial Psalm — Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 

R. (3c)  All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.  

Reading 2 — Heb 1:1-6  

Brothers and sisters: In times past, God spoke in partial and 
various ways to our ancestors through the prophets; in these last 
days, he has spoken to us through the Son, whom he made heir 
of all things and through whom he created the universe, who is 
the refulgence of his glory, the very imprint of his being, and 
who sustains all things by his mighty word. When he had 
accomplished purification from sins, he took his seat at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high, as far superior to the angels as the 
name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

For to which of the angels did God ever say: You are my son; 
this day I have begotten you? Or again: I will be a father to him, 
and he shall be a son to me? And again, when he leads the 
firstborn into the world, he says: Let all the angels of God 
worship him.  

Alleluia —  

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

A holy day has dawned upon us. Come, you nations, and adore the 
Lord. For today a great light has come upon the earth.  

R. Alleluia, alleluia.  

Gospel — Jn 1:1-18 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came 
to be through him, and without him nothing came to be. What came 
to be through him was life, and this life was the light of the human 
race; the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it. A man named John was sent from God. He came for 
testimony, to testify to the light, so that all might believe through 
him. He was not the light, but came to testify to the light. The true 
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was 
in the world, and the world came to be through him, but the world 
did not know him. He came to what was his own, but his own people 
did not accept him. 

But to those who did accept him he gave power to become children 
of God, to those who believe in his name, who were born not by 
natural generation nor by human choice nor by a man’s decision but 
of God. And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among 
us, and we saw his glory, the glory as of the Father’s only Son, full 
of grace and truth. John testified to him and cried out, saying, “This 
was he of whom I said, ‘The one who is coming after me ranks 
ahead of me because he existed before me.’” From his fullness we 
have all received, grace in place of grace, because while the law was 
given through Moses, grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No 
one has ever seen God. The only Son, God, who is at the Father’s 
side, has revealed him. 

Mass Intentions for the Week  
December 17 - 25, 2022 

Mass Readings for the Week of December 18, 2022 

Sunday: Is 7:10-14  Ps 24:1-6  Rom 1:1-7  Mt 1:18-24  
Monday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a  Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6b, 16-17  Lk 1:5-25  
Tuesday: Is 7:10-14  Ps 24:1-6  Lk 1:26-38   

Wednesday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a  Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21  
Lk 1:39-45 
Thursday: 1 Sm 1:24-28  (Ps) 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8  Lk 1:46-56  

Friday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24  Ps 25:4bc-5ab, 8-10, 14  Lk 1:57-66 

Saturday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16  Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29   
Lk 1:67-79  

MEN’S DISCERNMENT RETREAT. Have you ever considered 
the possibility of serving God as a priest? Come pray and 

explore if this could be the voca on God has prepared for you. 
Join us for our annual Men’s Discernment Retreat  

December 26-27 at Igna us Retreat House.  
Register at calledbychrist.com.  



 

 

Humanae Vitae (Human Life) - The Consequences of 
Ar ficial Methods of Contracep on 
no.17. Responsible men can become more deeply convinced of the 

truth of the doctrine laid down by the Church on this issue if they reflect on the 
consequences of methods and plans for ar ficial birth control. Let them first 
consider how easily this course of ac on could open wide the way for marital 
infidelity and a general lowering of moral standards. Not much experience is 
needed to be fully aware of human weakness and to understand that human 
beings—and especially the young, who are so exposed to tempta on—need 
incen ves to keep the moral law, and it is an evil thing to make it easy for them 
to break that law. Another effect that gives cause for alarm is that a man who 
grows accustomed to the use of contracep ve methods may forget the 
reverence due to a woman, and, disregarding her physical and emo onal 
equilibrium, reduce her to being a mere instrument for the sa sfac on of his 
own desires, no longer considering her as his partner whom he should surround 
with care and affec on. 

2583    After Elijah had learned mercy during his retreat at the Wadi Cherith, he teaches the widow of Zarephath to believe in The Word of 
God and confirms her faith by his urgent prayer: God brings the widow’s child back to life.33 (696, 555) 
The sacrifice on Mount Carmel is a decisive test for the faith of the People of God. In response to Elijah’s plea, “Answer me, O LORD, 
answer me,” the Lord’s fire consumes the holocaust, at the time of the evening oblation. The Eastern liturgies repeat Elijah’s plea in the 
Eucharistic epiclesis. 
Finally, taking the desert road that leads to the place where the living and true God reveals himself to his people, Elijah, like Moses before 
him, hides “in a cleft of the rock” until the mysterious presence of God has passed by.34 But only on the mountain of the Transfiguration 
will Moses and Elijah behold the unveiled face of him whom they sought; “the light of the knowledge of the glory of God [shines] in the 
face of Christ,” crucified and risen.35 
 
2584    In their “one to one” encounters with God, the prophets draw light and strength for their mission. Their prayer is not flight from this 
unfaithful world, but rather attentiveness to The Word of God. At times their prayer is an argument or a complaint, but it is always an 
intercession that awaits and prepares for the intervention of the Savior God, the Lord of history.36 (2709)” 
 
The Psalms, the prayer of the assembly 
 
2585    From the time of David to the coming of the Messiah texts appearing in these sacred books show a deepening in prayer for oneself 
and in prayer for others.37 Thus the psalms were gradually collected into the five books of the Psalter (or “Praises”), the masterwork of 
prayer in the Old Testament. (1093) 
 
2586    The Psalms both nourished and expressed the prayer of the People of God gathered during the great feasts at Jerusalem and each 
Sabbath in the synagogues. Their prayer is inseparably personal and communal; it concerns both those who are praying and all men. The 
Psalms arose from the communities of the Holy Land and the Diaspora, but embrace all creation. Their prayer recalls the saving events of the 
past, yet extends into the future, even to the end of history; it commemorates the promises God has already kept, and awaits the Messiah who 
will fulfill them definitively. Prayed by Christ and fulfilled in him, the Psalms remain essential to the prayer of the Church.38 (1177) 
 
2587    The Psalter is the book in which The Word of God becomes man’s prayer. In other books of the Old Testament, “the words proclaim 
[God’s] works and bring to light the mystery they contain.”39 The words of the Psalmist, sung for God, both express and acclaim the Lord’s 
saving works; the same Spirit inspires both God’s work and man’s response. Christ will unite the two. In him, the psalms continue to teach 
us how to pray. (2641) 
 
2588    The Psalter’s many forms of prayer take shape both in the liturgy of the Temple and in the human heart. Whether hymns or prayers of 
lamentation or thanksgiving, whether individual or communal, whether royal chants, songs of pilgrimage or wisdom-meditations, the Psalms 
are a mirror of God’s marvelous deeds in the history of his people, as well as reflections of the human experiences of the Psalmist. Though a 
given psalm may reflect an event of the past, it still possesses such direct simplicity that it can be prayed in truth by men of all times and 
conditions. 
 
33 Cf. 1 Kings 17:7-24. 34 Cf. 1 Kings 19:1-14; cf. Ex 33:19-23. 35 2 Cor 4:6; cf. Lk 9:30-35. 36 Cf. Am 7:2, 5; Isa 6:5, 8, 11; Jer 1:6; 15:15-18; 20:7-18.  
37 Ezra 9:6-15; Neh 1:4-11; Jon 2:3-10; Tob 3:11-16; Jdt 9:2-14. 38 Cf. GILH, nn. 100-109. 39 DV 2. 

 Weekly offertory week ending Dec. 4th $3,802 
 Weekly budget  $3,338 
 over/(under)  $464 

INCOME FY 2022-2023 

CCC / PART FOUR  CHRISTIAN PRAYER - SECTION ONE PRAYER IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE 

 

If you would like to sponsor a poinse a in 
memory or in honor of someone special for 

Christmas, please complete an envelope, which 
can be found on the Narthex table. You may 

return them via the offertory basket. 

CHRISTMAS SEASON EVENTS AND MASS SCHEDULE 

Wednesday, December 22, 2022 
Decora ng the Church for Christmas following the 
6:30 PM Mass 

Saturday, December 24, 2022 (Christmas Eve) 
Vigil Mass of the Na vity of  the Lord 
6:00 PM MASS 

Sunday, December 25, 2022  
The Na vity of the Lord 
(Christmas Day) 10:00 AM MASS 

Friday, December 30, 2022 
Parish Christmas Party - 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

Saturday, December 31, 2022 (New Year’s Eve) 
Vigil Mass Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God  
5:30 PM MASS 

Sunday, January 1, 2022 (New Year’s Day) 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God -10:00 AM MASS 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God - 12:30 PM MASS 



 3-B-5-3 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 16-0196

THIS SPACE IS

www.cghac.com

Contact Morgan Cook 
to place an ad today! 
mcook@4LPi.com or 
(800) 477-4574 x6314

 ST. PETER
 THE ROCK
 KNIGHTS OF
 COLUMBUS

Supporting Our Parishes
For membership info contact:
Justyn Sepko • 678-359-3075


